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What is Fundations?

Explaining Content 
Clearly

Teacher directly teaches all 
skills to students through 
modeling and active 
learning.  All instruction is 
interactive.

Follows a Definite 
Sequence & Definite 
Procedures 
Skills are presented in a 
systematic and sequential 
manner in four levels. 

Providing High Quality 
Instruction 
Fundations serves as a 
prevention program to help 
reduce reading and spelling 
failure. 

           Cumulative 
& 

                  Sequential

Prevention

Explicit

A research based foundational skills program that provides 
thorough instruction in decoding, handwriting, and spelling.

 



‐ Learning to both read and write for meaning, understanding and joy.  
‐ Provide a truly strong and secure foundation with FUN!

Purpose of Fundations

Foundational Skills with Fundations
Word Study/Decoding              Handwriting/ Spelling

Core Reading Program             
Reading Workshop 

Units of Study 

Writing Instruction 
Writing Units of Study 

 

Reading Comprehension Writing

‐ Includes instruction in vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension skills
‐ Designed to be combined with a literature-based program



Key Principles of Instruction
EXPLICIT
Learning is done through modeling and doing

SYSTEMATIC
Instruction is sequential and cumulative.

MOTOR MEMORY LEARNING
long term memory

REPETITION 
Multiple opportunities to practice

FEEDBACK
On the spot positive feedback or corrective guidance

Level 1      14 UnitsKindergarten      5 Units



Six Syllable Types

Students will learn six syllable types from the program.

r-controlledopenv-e closed

  

consonant -le double vowel

A syllable is a word or part of a word made by one push of breath.
A syllable must have one vowel.



Main Activities
Letter Keyword 

Sound
Tapping Sky Writing

Trick Words Dictation & 
Assessment

Storytime Vocabulary



Direct Observation
‐ explaining their thinking
‐ making corrections with 

guidance
‐ using problem-solving 

to decode and spell

Assessing Student Mastery
Independent 
Application
‐ Reading 
‐ Writing 

Unit Tests
‐ Letter identification
‐ Letter formation
‐ Sounds
‐ Words
‐ Sentences



Home Packets
Read the packets that 
come home for each unit.  

Read
No matter what age -                Have your children 
Read TO your kids                       read to you

Practice
Letter Sounds           
Trick Words               
Handwriting

Home Support

&



THANKS!
Any questions?

You can contact me at silveiral@newtown.k12.ct.us

Resources: Fundations 2nd edition teacher kit &  presentation template from SlidesCarnival. 


